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June 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Situation in Somalia
June 10, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On December 10, 1992, President Bush re-

ported to the Congress that U.S. Armed Forces
had been deployed to Somalia to assist the
United Nations effort to deal with the human
catastrophe in that country, to avert related
threats to international peace and security, and
to protect the safety of Americans and others
engaged in relief operations. This action was
part of a multilateral response to U.N. Security
Council Resolution 794, which authorized Mem-
ber States, under Chapter VII of the U.N. Char-
ter, to use all necessary means to establish a
secure environment for humanitarian relief oper-
ations in Somalia. Since that time, my Adminis-
tration and its predecessor have endeavored,
through briefings and other means, to keep you
informed about the progress of U.S. efforts in
Somalia. I am providing this further report, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution, in light
of the passage of 6 months since President
Bush’s initial report on the deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces to Somalia.

As you are aware, the U.S.-led operation,
known as Operation Restore Hope, was respon-
sible for stemming the tragic situation and sav-
ing many lives by ensuring that desperately
needed relief efforts in behalf of the civilian
population could proceed. Owing in large meas-
ure to the success of the U.S.-led Unified Task
Force in Somalia (UNITAF), the responsibility
for the continuing operation was transferred in
an orderly fashion to the operational control of
the U.N. Operation in Somalia (UNOSOM II)
on May 4, 1993, pursuant to U.N. Security
Council Resolution 814. This Resolution simi-
larly invoked Chapter VII of the U.N. Charter
and endowed UNOSOM II with the right to
use force to ensure that the mandate is imple-
mented.

The United States continues to support U.N.
efforts in Somalia by providing approximately
3,000 U.S. logistics and other support personnel
under the operational control of UNOSOM II.
In addition, approximately 1,100 U.S. troops re-
main in the area as a Quick Reaction Force
(QRF), under the operational control of the
Commander in Chief, U.S. Central Command,
for use in emergency situations. The UNOSOM

II deputy commander, a U.S. Army general who
is the U.S. contingent commander, is authorized
to send the QRF into action as may be nec-
essary.

On June 5, 1993, UNOSOM II forces operat-
ing in Mogadishu encountered attacks instigated
by one of Somalia’s factional leaders, resulting
in the deaths of 23 Pakistani military personnel.
Three U.S. military personnel assigned to
UNOSOM II sustained minor injuries. As envi-
sioned in response to such situations, the QRF
was called upon to assist in quelling the violence
against the lawful activities of UNOSOM II in
implementing the U.N. mandate. On June 6,
1993, the U.N. Security Council adopted Reso-
lution 837, reaffirming the authority of
UNOSOM II to take all necessary measures
against those responsible for these armed at-
tacks.

Our forces will remain equipped and prepared
to accomplish their humanitarian mission and
defend themselves, if necessary; they also will
be provided such additional U.S. support as may
be necessary to ensure their safety and the ac-
complishment of their mission.

I have continued the deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces to Somalia pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive and in accordance with applicable
treaties and laws. This deployment is consistent
with S.J. Res. 45, as adopted by the Senate
on February 4, 1993, and as modified and
adopted by the House on May 25, 1993.

Effective U.S. foreign policy requires close
cooperation between the President and the Con-
gress, and this imperative is particularly impor-
tant regarding issues surrounding the use of our
Nation’s Armed Forces. I remain committed to
ensuring that the Congress is kept fully in-
formed on these matters and that the public
good is served through constructive discussions
and cooperation between our two branches.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of Walter Mondale To Be
Ambassador to Japan and an Exchange With Reporters
June 11, 1993

The President. Good morning. Please be seat-
ed. I want to thank all of you for coming here
today for the announcement of my nomination
of Walter Mondale to be our next Ambassador
to Japan. Former Vice President Mondale will
succeed Ambassador Michael Armacost, whose
service was very valuable. And I want to thank
him for it and acknowledge that here today.

This nomination has produced a lot of happi-
ness, not only for me and for our administration
but for the people of the State of Minnesota
and the people of the United States who have
admired Walter Mondale for a very long time.

Fritz Mondale is not only someone I consider
a friend but also someone that I and millions
of Americans consider a leader of enormous wis-
dom, courage, compassion, and stature. Like his
mentor, Hubert Humphrey, Fritz Mondale is
a hero to the people of Minnesota, because he
embodies the virtues of the Midwest, because
he fought so boldly for those things in the
United States Senate, and because he never lost
the basic values of his childhood and his adult-
hood after he became a leader on the national
and world stage.

We have a lot in common. We both began
our careers as State attorneys general in our
home States at a relatively young age. And just
as I am the first President from Hope, I am
reliably informed that I can assert today that
Fritz Mondale is our Nation’s first Ambassador
to Japan from Elmore.

Fritz Mondale has devoted his entire life to
serving our Nation and to building bonds of
understanding around the world. He has served
our country in the military, as a State attorney
general, as an outstanding Senator, and, of
course, as Vice President and our party’s nomi-
nee for President. In all these public roles, as
well as in the experience he has gained in the
private sector since, he has earned the right
to be considered extraordinarily well qualified
to assume the task of enhancing our relationship
with Japan and projecting American leadership
in Asia and the Pacific region.

I also want to say a special word of acknowl-
edgment and appreciation to Joan Mondale, who
is here with us today and who I believe will
also be an outstanding ambassador for the
United States in Japan. [Applause] Thank you
very much.

Fritz Mondale is no stranger to Japan and
her people. He has traveled there often, both
in public and private roles. It is moving to recall
that as Vice President, Fritz Mondale swore in
another Ambassador to Japan who came from
the United States Senate and who also served
with tremendous distinction, Ambassador Mike
Mansfield, and who is here today and who, I
might add, at his young age, is probably one
of the few people in this audience today who
has already walked 5 or 6 miles. [Laughter]

Senator Mike Mansfield. Six.
The President. I chose someone of—[laugh-

ter]—what did he say? Six, he said. [Laughter]
We never were able to short him.

I chose someone of Fritz Mondale’s stature
to be my Ambassador to Japan because there
is no more important bilateral relationship in
the world than that which exists between the
United States and Japan. This alliance has sup-
ported 50 years of peace and stability in Asia
and the Pacific. And the course of economic,
political, and security dynamics in the Pacific
and throughout Asia will be determined by how
well our relationship functions. The challenges
and changes facing both Japan and the United
States as we move toward the 21st century re-
quire us to take a fresh look at our relationships
and to take new actions to strengthen the foun-
dations of our alliance.

When Prime Minister Miyazawa and I met
here at the White House in April, we agreed
to forge a new partnership between our nations
aimed at restoring world economic growth, ad-
vancing democratic values, and creating the
basis for regional peace which can endure well
into the next century. To fulfill our shared vision
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